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has said-

“Surely the records made by these little vessels
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recently secured from our own boats during

gl | "
, vay ; tely : les.
Botered at the Pos: Office at New York as Second | a distance each way of afiproxinfately 300 miles

the performances of the Italian ﬂotilla,!

stand Qut Iln brilllant contrast with the results |
| administration.
| thelr run to Philadeiphla and return to New York, | T

would probably not have been lost in
the ambition to make the unprece-
dentedly high earnings of the opera
house dhe foremost characteristic of his

Mrs. Nation in Retreat.
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Abdul Hamid’s Downfall. |

accountinz, and perhaps the earliest, |
will be called for from across the
Bosporus: for while the new sovereign |
is greeted with imperial salutes and
| cheers in (onstantinople there comes |
from the Fast the news of protest and |
revolt. ‘

17 our friends who faedr us with manuscripts ‘ar
gublication wish to hacve rejected articles returned
they must in all cases send siamns [or that purpose,
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We are disposed to felicitate Mrs,
CARRIE NATION upon the happy thought
which has led her to select the present
moment for retirement. She has been
a public character quite long enough
and is beginning to lose her savor for
the general taste. Her hatchets no
longer sell like hot cakes, and audiences
seldom pay more than once to hear even
the ablest of scolds in eruption. The
time for her disappearance has been well
chosen. She has worked the vineyard

to the limit and may profitably abandon |

it to other exploitation.

On all accounts it i8 well that Mrs.
NaTioN should betake herself, along
with her bonnet and shawl and her flow
of conversation, to distant, not to say
remote parts, and we know of no spot
that will fit the occasion as neatly as
one of the Ozark slopes of Arkansas.
The air is exhilarating there, the crops

| reasonably abundant, most of the whis-

key drinking is doose by the bears, and
nobody smokes cigarettes, She can
take her tea or coffee with long or short
sweetening, and when the snuffl is passed
around at night it is always decently
ambushed in a tea cup, and to that ex-
tent does not necessarily give offence.

‘The Best Thing the Leglslature Has
Done.

That the deposition of ABbUL HAMID
was planned by the Young Turks even

I thleave undisturbed the present efficient

' ‘mcted in public behalf in exact contra-

| forgivable, as a pun, but what are we

before their march on Constantinople

|was evident. The very Constitution 1

t T tainly above. oiie moral I which theysought to establish. however,
:or:r':;e 2 Olnge:h[i‘:m‘ ;ln\\'e;';r which ! gzave them no anthority for this extreme
Rk = : : lact. This objection must be met if they

“the Legislature has done commands our | ) y
Iialrtn_e.?t.approvnl. “.e.h"q""“ m_ avoid | Europe and the enlightened Turk. Be-
all criticism by explaining that it was |

d HelGhve " Y OIBES. Tedet | sides, there was the still more serious
! oneda:.t 16 ",?.H rn?r 5 “x[': B d:-(-iainr; | problem of avoiding offence to the re-
 Sridasion, B AL 0 g | ligious prejudices of fanatical Moslems.

To praise the present Legislature is
& task not perhaps bevond our physical

. Health Officer of the Port, Dr. Doty.
In the annual appropriation bill now
- agreed upon the Legislature has made
i proper provision for turning over tol
!Dr. Doty, with necessary increase in |
appropriation and power, the functions
Cof the long moribund Quarantine (‘om-
i mission. This admirable disposition of |
. a vexing problem will we trust be made.
. We shall then take pleasure in pointing
Tout at least one specific instance in
which a boss controlled Legislature has

! their advantage, but the religious sanc-
tion was more difticult. This rested in
the Sheik-ul-I¢lam, an appointive ofticer

sovereign to have a perfectly loyval
official in this capacity. His signature
to a fotwa might mean not only de-
thronement _but even the monarch's
death. In The whole Qttoman rule,
with its murders of princes, relatives |
and favorites, only one has been put
to death by a Sultan. His power has
" : . | often been called upon, though, and a
*yention to the will “f. s licas h”!HPlr:‘ liberal construction of Moslemn law has |
we refer to the Hon. TiMoTHY L. Woon-
RUFF.
That Dr. Doty is abundantly deserv-
ing of this further mark of esteem and
- confidence every person familiar with

jmade way several times for new oc-|
feupants for the Ottoman throne. AB-
prr. Hamip himself ascended through
“this same dispensation. Insanity was

3 ; B he 1 the pretext then. What it was that |
hés work will agree. But not the least [, .4 e Sheik-ul-Islam’s conscientious

:::plx;‘ess;vetfmn:n; :;f ;1‘:;::?";:}_:::':; scruples in replacing him has not yet
RAHS at ne ' R been definitely stated.

strife between Governor and Legisla- :
ture could interfere with the recogni-
tion by both of his genuine efliciency
in the public gervice.

Of the new sovereign not much is
known. It is not the custom in Turkey
to give dieirs 1o the throne an oppor-
tunity to prove eithe
 their elaim to popularity. Most of the |
| time he has been a prisoner in one of |
If FREDERICK Red Beard came from | the royal palaces, although he is named

A l)1.~'u ppointment.

would justify themselves in the eyes of |

| The Constitution was easily turned to

of the Sultan, and it was a rule of the !

I will

'a true regulator, alwavs bubbling
fwith that sharp inquisitiveness about

i She can raise apples, she can breed pigs,
and when the thirst for expostulation
| gets too strong for her she can berate
the family wash. Vast spaces will hem

'her in, adventurous trails will dispirit

the most frisky mule; and so among
those majestic solitudes, replete with
bacon, corn pone, water and other deli-
cacies of thedistrict, she will reflect upon
the gulkbility of the generation and the
| ease with which it can be converted into
currency.

Fit ending for a career of storm and
stress! Peace at last, with plenty on the
side and a halcyon refuge for declining
vears beneath the far fung shadows of
the Ozarks! The harrying days will
| pass.  Pilgrims may visit the quondam
{ queen of the edged instrutnent. JEFP

Davis, soon 1o be released from the yoke
8, statesmanship, will come with tucked
|in breeches and well tallowed boots to
hear the reason why he failed to turn
{the trick. And as the sunlight fades
upon the wall and sweet content brings
soberness and charity, and the mists
begin to gather cloger still, Mrs. NATION
broaden into snuff, forget her

| hatchet and her imprecations, andevent-
lually gossip andtcackle with the emptiest

and the happiest of them all.

The Great Refusal,
The Hon. HENRY CABOT LODGE, like
over

the business of other folks, wanted to

r their mettle or |vauens had adopted in regard to the|

reduction of duties. Senator NEW-
‘2ANDS refused to initiate him into the

i searets of the Democratic prison house.

his enchanted cave and in the togs of | a3 a General in the Ottoman army. He |Senator Bacox thought he saw an in-

‘the twelfth century and with beard! comes to power at a most critical time
grown through the table appeared in|in his country’'s affairs, with no expe- |
‘the Reichstag he would not look o | rience in government and apparently |
strange, so venerable, so impossible as | Jittle knowledge of the complex people |
the Hon. HERNANDO DE SoT0 MONEY, | he is to rule. |
a Senator in Congress from Mississippi,|  With a new and inexperienced ruler |
looks to us. He isof another world. | 1o direct, a crafiy old Sultan to dispose |
He speaks a dead tongue. Hear it: of, revolt in Asiatic Turkey and a|

“'There fs, ih my opinlon, no authority In mis | state of revolution in Kuropean Turkey, t
{Congress 1o tax any cltizen except to detray | surely the burdens of the Young ‘I'urk]
s‘lhe expenses of the Government. When we do | gre piling up.
lanything else 1t Is ultra vires. 1t 1s not only |
"nnconslllmlonal but It I1s Immoral, because It
\h laking from one inan and giving It to another ‘
‘without any compensation whatever to the
former.”

. Last leaf on the Demaocratic tree, role
specimen of an extinct world. But
‘wait; what kink is this in the intel-
Jectuals of the only friend of the only
“gonsatitutional tarifl:

:»1 would 1ax everything that produces reve.
noe exeepWthose things that enter Into the com-
position of [ertilizers, becauze fectilizers, to
speak both Nguratively and Iiterally, go to the
Yobt of 4ll things.”

We might fergive this, however un-

]
The Case of Mr. Conried. |

When HEINRICH CONRIED was salected |
to become the head of the Metropolitan
he had never heard a performance in |
!the opera house, but his capacity as a
[ theatre manager had been universally
recognized. He had an artistic con- |
| science that enabled him with very |
i modest means to accomplish striking
reanlts at the Irving Place Theatre. |
Magnificence was always beyond his
reach, but the appropriate atmosphere |
for a play; the right feeling in its inter- |
pretation, and occasionally a trulg poetic |
quality, he understood how to impart to ‘

to sav when Mr. MONEY “announces aprodu.cti'on wieh his.tneagre mmoriulg. i
VP e ke o S : : “Ah. this is a theatre!” was.the enthusi- |

this principle” to the Hon. NATHAN Bay bt A4
'R / ‘irginia: | astic comment of one American actor |
‘ECUI'I' 6F Weap Virginia; | who witnessed for the first time a per- |

“ | am.for a tax on lumber, not for the protec fommncein the German plﬂ_vh()nam Wharn
it was Mr. CONRIED'S chief concern.

His right to assume the conirol
the Metropolitan Opera House he had
established in spite of his ignorance of
music and his indifference to that art in |
its higher manifestations. There seemed |

a vast field for the exercige of such artis-
ativnal tariff. tic talents in the leading opera house of

& - | this country, with its practically unlim- |

ap 1(sllan: Submarines; ited financial resources. At the outset |
- The destruction,of the ltalian sub-|there weresigns that Mr. CONRIED, with |
" mersible Foca by the explosion of her|the new opportunities, was going to im- |
benzine reservoir at Naples on Monday, { prove upon the achievements that had
“With the loas of several men, who were ‘ brought him into notice as a candidate |
ﬁgtam!y killed, may be regarded by!for the post of impresario. Tnluckily,

!

9ion of lumber, biut hecanse 1t produces a very
Alu,ndeome reveaue.”

He gets the protection and he calls
‘4¢'revenne. It may be “incidental,” but
“ft infatal. Thisis not the antique figure

we took it for. It is only a protection-
" ist disguiser as a friend of the only con-

|
of |

~ gase against this type of warship, but

some naval experts as clinching thei

Wat.in Italy. Of submarines and sub-
ersi France recently had 98 and
Britain 54, while Italy possessed

only 7; but the achievements of Italy
‘with her small flotilla eclipsed anything
i ' cruising, if not in maneuvring,
.boomplished by the vessels of the
‘iéater Powers. ‘
The Glauco, Narvido, Otario and
Squalo, of only 220 tons displacement

however, these promises did not in-
crease after the first season of his con- |
sulship, while qualities that indicated no
advantageous result for the institution
came to the front.

Probably the Irving Place Theatre,
over which Mr. CONRIED had go credit-
ably presided, had the smallest annual
receipts of any reputable playhouse
in New York. Whatever its artistic
achievements may have been, the finan-
cial returns were comparatively speak-

and built at Venice, were called upon |
Jn the manceuvres of last August to |
a.k' e the run of nearly 1,300 nautical |
{lés from Venice to Spezia unassisted. {
Theéy arrived upon the scene ready to|
take part in the operations with their
@réws full of enthusiasm. The little
tYeasels were handled with rare skill in
sham fighting that followed, the
Glauco especially distinguishing her-
gelf by twice hitting the battleship
Baint Bon (9,800 tons) in broad daylight
before rising to the surface to show |
perself and claim the points she had
won. Neither the picket boats nor the
‘wdtch aboard the- battleship detected |
the approach of the Glauco, so that |
ghe must have run a long distance under
water before striking the hull of the
battleship. Shewould have sunk it with |

ing unimportant. When the vast re-
ceipts of the Metropolitan Opera House
rolled in the manager was dazzled, At
all events there was soon a disposition

viting spot for the knife. The dialogue

or duologue is readable:

“ Mr. Bacon - | suppose the Senator from Massa
chusetts In stating it I8 unnecessary to inftiate
nim refers to a period some thirty five years
ago when he was in afilfation with them.

“Mr. Lopor No. Mr. President, I never sup

| posed before that the Senator from Georgla was |

gullty of somuch imagination. | never was in a
Democratic caucus in my life,

“Mr. BACON | may be mistaken. but 1 have

,‘ always understood that the Senator from Massa
L chusetts supported Mr. GRERLEY,

“Mr. LopoE No, Mr. President: T voted for

General GRANT

Has Mr. BacoN no bowels?

would he lay another load upon thar

forlorn and foundered Donkey? The
Democracy has”more than enough of

Why |

by the harbor pilots, who averred that the
belched and rolling smoke obsoured their
vision, accomplished nothing.: There is
no doubt about the nuisance; it is the law
that is in doubt.

THE “ATROCIOUS” ALBANIANS.

Emigration Their Only Remedy
erable Economic Conditions.

To TRE Eprtor oF THE Sux—Sir: It
has been very accurately said that {he
first thing for a European representative
to do as soon as he is accredited and estab-
lished in some point of kuropean 1n_rkey
Is 10 file a vigorous protest to the Turk-
ish authorities against some Albanian
“alrocities.” \Wehave been the béte noire of
the foreign embassies, as one of our emi-
nent compatriots of l.ondon once wrote;
but nobody ever tried to study the nature
of those “atrocities” and find out their
cause, If hetried to do so conscientiously,
and some English and German (ravellers
really did try very recently, he wonld agree
with them that the Albanians, far from
being “atrocions” and savage, have been
utterly and unjustly misrepresented, and
that as long as their conditions are such as
they are now they cannot help being sav-
age and atrocious.

A very recent (elegram from Il.ondon,
published in Boston papers and reporting
that a famine broke out in northern Albania
and that thousands are starving, gives the
key to the whole enigma of the chivalrous
Albanian who indwlges in “atrocities,” the
more because that part of our country
is chiefly the fleld of “the ignoble crimes
agninst Christians which arouse the indig-
nation of the civilized world.”

Now (his message is supposed to be news
for foreigners, but for us it is a chronwe
disease, which will never be cured by l'urk-
ish government. ‘I'he faunne does continu-
ally exist in every part of Albania since
Turkey was humbled as a military conntry
in Kurope, because the chief occupation of
the Albanian was that of u fighter, It is
only after the Russo-l'urkish war that the
Albanian, realizing his false situation, awoke
and saw clearly where his adventures with
the 'Lurks would lead him when he saw the
fertile Albanian plaius of Vrania and Nish
annexed to Servia, a large strip of Albanian
territory seized by Montenegro, his broth-
ers who were the exclusive inhabitants of
those provinces driven out with their wives
and children like sheep, and their personal
properties confiscated by the new pos-
wessors, without tive slightest shadow of any
compensation; he protested in his wild
tongue against Kuropean injustice; he in-
vaded Montenegro and was able to do
the same for Servia, but he was soon si-
lenced by the T'urkish cannon. Then he
dreamed of farming, of commerce, and of
education in his national tongue; but he
soon found that farming 18 unpracticable
in flelds inundated by furious rivers roll-
ing along in full independence of time and
| place, far less in rocky mountains, and that
| the word “commerce” is a tragic irony when
| applied to Albania, where no practicable
| road whatever exists anywhere,

Intol-

he soon discovered that it was a bad dream,
becanse the Turkish Government would not
tolerate 11, T'hose who were eccentric
enough to dream of reading an
spelling book under the old Turkish régime
were abruptly awuakened by the sharks
in tha depths of the Bosporus or by the
dampness in some dungeon of Asia Minor.
T'he results can easily be understood, A
wholesale exodus began then, and the Al-
banians who would no longer suffer under
these conditions took by thousands the
road to Egypt, Rumania, Russia, and very
recently to America. Those who were
heroic enough to stay in their conntry had
a tragic dilemma before them to solve: to
starve morally and physically, or to slay
the hated Slav and Greek intruders, who
tried to suffocate them by their schools
and their trade, and who finally claimed
{all Albania but her MOUNtaIinous ™ parts as
| their legitimate inheritance. ‘They did not
hesitate long to choose between the two,
“aml this is the sad story of the “Albanian
atrocities in the Balkans " They wgre
jallowed by the (GGovernment every Kind
of plundering and slaving in order to get
bread, but there was no chance for them
(1o wain it by other means, and no prospect
{of education and civilization, Furope

|
t

i know what general rule the Democratic | considers us as untamable savages, and

our neighboring races did everything to
enforce that opinion of hers, She never
inquired into our conditions, hecause we
have no friends anywhere, our sutlerings
have the disadvantaze of not being melo-
dramatic; we are the oppressors, after all,
everybody would be-filled with pity at the
sight of an innocent lamb torn by a wild
tiger, but he would be a fool who would
look with sympathy at that tiger shut up
in an iron cage and condeinned to starve
hopelessly. They would say 1o me:
“Why did vou not revolt then against Tur-
key?" “Why, we did try it many times,
without Eurone taking any serious notice
of them.” Revolution means natiogal
oragainzation, aud national organizatidn
means national edncation and money: and
those latter were hopeless dreams under
the prevailing conditions  In addition to
 these obstacles and those of the Turkish
Government we also had 1o reckon with the
three different religions into which Albani-
! ans are split up and the foreign propagandas
which rage in our country.

| It would seam-4hat our sufferings came
!to an end when the Turkish Constitution
| was declared, but this has not proved to be
the case. ‘The Young Turks are as un-
friendly to Albanian regeneration as theyv

can be.  They have proved it in several
jdifferent ways. For instance, they locked
up an  Albanian  Mohammedan patriot,

Dervish Hima, for six months simply be-
cause ha had the courage to declare at a
{banquet that the Turkish Government
must recognize the Albamnian mnationality

sin and folly, a calamitous record longer | and_infroduce the Albanian language as a

than its ears.

It might be, however, improving to
the student of ethies and a warning
to the voung, the ardent, the candid,
to know at what hour the Hon. HENRY |

y L,0DGE, the author of “The Land |
Casor LoDG 'do 8o now, but they must use the Arabic

Law of the Anglo-Saxons,” the Harvard
lecturer on history, the “scholar in poli-
tics,” the civil service reformer, the
Boston patrician raised by blood and
training above the scramble of office
seeking and office broking, the pupil of
the old Nation in the great days of Mr.
GOr KiN, the youth with “ideals” and

1drennn to know at what hour he fell,

put away independence and became a

successful and common politician.
Still, there are gains for all our losaes,

The Mug .+umps had a lucky escape.

We nnderstand, however, that ABDUL
HaMip will appeal to the people.

Had the positions of P. HENRY McCAR-
reN and LINDSAY RuUsSSELL been reversed
in the recent stock transaction in which
they indulged, what a chorus of denun-
ciation of the practices of the receiver
would have been heard. £

The Sultan ucordlnr to one story I8 1o he made
to pay out of his private fortune 1hs expenses
of grlnulnu the Salonica troops to the caplital
and also 1o present the tlon with 30,000,000
pounds Turklsh (about 000,000), which |s
1o serve as a basls for the economic improvement
of Turkey.—-Deapatch from Paris.

Yor the sake of his peace of mind let
us hope that this casual item from the
Orient will not meet the eye of ex-Presi-
dent CasTRO of Venezuela.

The Pennsylvania burgess whose slum-
bers wers interrupted by the snores of
the local police was manifestly justified
in discharging the whole force. What
would become of Philadelphia, we ask,
if all the somnolent slept out loud?

# think more of the profits to the|
management than of that artistic duty |
to the public on which sueh emphasis |
had once’been placed. With the prog- |
ress of Mr. CONRIED'S administration

this attitude asserted itaelf more strik-|

him and his directors. The wisdom of
depriving the manager of any share in |
the profits became 80 evident that Mr. |
(CONRIED'S successors are now employed \
on a salary. i

If that rule had existed when HEIN-|
ri1cH CONRIED went to the Metropolitan |
Opera House there would doubtless have |

The presumption is that the New Jersey
authorities will do nothing to abate the
(‘onstable Hook nuisance, which has made
the opposite shore of Staten Island
almost uninhabitable. Richmond may
complain, Dr. Evoxne H. PORTER, the
New York State Commissioner, may de-

lingly in the performances and ulti- | gige that the noxious fumes are injurious
| mately led to the disagreemant between | 1o health, and Governor Huangs

yay
direct Attorney-General O’'MALLEY to re-
monstrate with New Jersey severely. but
what procésa is there to compel the offend-
ing Commonwealth to relieve the suffer-
ings of the people of Staten Island? The
nuisance i hoary with age, and it has

| baen anathematized daily during its fetid

life, while one champion after another
has volunteereed to make an end of it;

Ber torpedoes in actual warfare. Mr.|been a very different conclus’ion to his | but its vitality is unimpaired. Even the
RopERT G. SKEAREZT, commenting on!term. His artistic conscietiousneas | Fedsral Government when appealed to

Why try to add Mr.|
1LODGE to its catalogue of misfortunes? |

basis of the lower education in the Govern-
ment schools, a privitege anled to_all
other races under Turkish voke. This
is not the only thing they did to humiliate
us. Thay are intriguing all the time, and
the most ridiculous thing thev did is this:
A public herald was heard one morning
crying in the streets of one of tha most
populous cities of southern Albania that
“all faithful Mohammedans desiring to
read and write the Albanian language can

alphabet, which is the only sacred means
of writing for the followers of Mohammed'"
Now the Albanian alphabet happened to
be composed of profane Latin characgers.
But this ortnat way of writing had nothing
to do with religious feeling, and the herald
was assaulted and mercilessly beaten. A
conflict between Albanians and Government
troops followed, and many killed and
wounded were reported. In the meantime
we are free to open schools; but, mind vou,
we are actually starving, and we have to
look for bread first, and the Young Turkish
Government did not show t slightest
| intention to improte the horrible economic
condition of onur country. The dilemma
ieverconfronts the Albanians: "Emigration
ror atrocities.”

That we are not so savage as Kurope
supposes us to be is proved by the fact that
there are mare than twenty-five thoughnd
Albanians, both Mohammedans and Chris-
tians, in the United States, and they are so
quiet that nobody suspected the existence
of those tigers so near at hand, and I should
be surprised if it proved that any descendant
of my wild race has committed the most
attennated kind of an “atrocity” in this
country. How does it come that those
bloodthirsty monsters throw overboard
their wild and ferocions instincts when
crossing the Atlantic? 18 it true then that
we are victims of unfavorabie conditions
of life, and that Virchow, the well known
German scientist, was right when point-
ing at two skulls of Albanian bandits he
declared that they wers the most perfect
human skulls he ever saw and that the
possessors of those skulls form the moat
promising and virgin race in Europe?

AN ATROCIOUS PREACHER,
April 28,

Bosrox,

The Pride of an “‘Ancestress.’”

To THE EDITOR OF THE SUN —Sir;  “Daughters
of the \merican Revolution™; how appropriately
named! Might they not also aspire to the title
“Mothers of Revolution.,” Judging from reports
of famlly gatherings which reach the common
herd? 1 am only a daughter of an early colonlat
who loved not his new country less but the old
country more, and ho'ding an office under the
Crown was forced to flee to Hallfax, leaving his
New York property to he confiscated, Other
ancestors were Quakers whose convictions also
prevented thelr earning for me the exalted title
D. A R,

If only one of them had been a stable boy and
held a horse for Washington, how much better
my soclal position to day! One of our family
traditions has It that an ancestress of mine con-
sldered as very miuch beneath her the ancestress
of one of our proudest, richest familes In New
York who used to “water the cow’ at an adjacent
town pump. [ deprecate such snobbery as |
view thelr palace from the top of a 'Ifth avenue
stage. NerraErR POorR Nom Proup,

New Yonk. April 27,

For Dreamiess Sleep,

To TH® EDITOR OF THR SUN—Sir: 11"Vigllant”
would insulate his bed he would sleep, and his
sleep would be dreamless and restful,

Nerw York, April 27. SAMANTHA JONES,

Progress ob Agricaltare.

Knicker ‘The old time farmer kept his horse
in the barn.

Bocker - And the new farmer keeps his wheat

in the garage. / %

!
\

In regard to education, on the other hand, |

Albanian |

28, 19009,

ECONOMIC REFORM.

Impessible Under Roosevelt, There Is
Prontise of It Under Taft.

To THE Ep1TOR OF THE SUN—Sir: Mr.
Aldrich bas been in the Senate for more
than a quarter of a century, and duyring a
large part of that time the chairman of
its Finance Committee. He is a Repub-
lican diamond of the purest water. If his
party, which now holds & majority of the'
country, has perfect confidence in his
opinion on revenue, expenditure and
finance, his recent speech in the Senate
ought to be looked upon as the gravest
in our recent history, as grave for us as
| for Britons was that a month ago in the
| British House of Commons by the First
| Lord of the Admiralty on the relative supe-
riority of the British and German navies.

What did Mr. Aldrich say? He began
with this explicit declaration:

{ The rapldity with which our national expend!-
tures nave Increased within the last three years
| Is a source of anxlety If not alarm.

He then called attention to the fact
that during Roosevelt's administration
the annual national expenditure had
risen from $471,000,000 to $321,000,000, that
even those vast appropriations by Con-
gress were less than the sums asked
! by the Executive. He did not defend the
| Senate or himself therefor. He con-
| fessed that Executive conduct “does not
| relieve Congress from responsibility for
their unprecedented extravagance. No
excuse whatever can be found for similar
legislation in the future.” He explained
[thnt “each department practically makes

its own recommendations independently
l of all the others and without reference to
the total amount of revenues which can
| besafely appropriated.” He made the as-
! tonishing statement that no one official
| has been charged with the duty of attempt-
ing to coordinate expenditures with

|revenue, and extravaganoe and unwise |
| appropriations have been made without |
' reference to the economical administra- |

I tion of the Government.

The implication is specific that Roose-
velt did not supervise, as the Preaident
should, the asking by his subordinates
for money from Congress.

Mr. Aldrich went on tosay that “we have
| within the last few years created many
| unnecessary bureaus and multiplied
| employees beyond the pagsibility of
efficient work,” and that “the appropria-
tions made last year could have been re-
duced at least $50,000,000 without impair-
ing the efficiency of the public service.”

Those startling statements regarding
{ conditions in the executive branch and in
Congress and the tendencies of the nation
are somewhat alleviated by his assurance
that he had been “authorized to say” that
hereafter the President will do that which
has been left unddne, and that in an effort
for economy the Senate will “have the
earnest support and active cooperation
of the President and the Administration.”
Even the assurance does not relieve the
gravity of the situation.

That is not all. Mr. Aldrich affirmed
| that the Dingley law had not been en-
forced by the President, and thereby the
revenue had lost from 10 to 25 per cent. of
what should have come from the custom
houses.
getting a glimpse, in the few trunks now
in the New York custom house under
| executive seizure but not libelled in court

for judicial consideration, of what has
| been going on in outright smuggling,
‘quite apart from the failure of customs
appraisers to ascertain and report true
dutiable values to which alone he referred
{in his speech. He fancies that more
| severe customs administrative and puni-
| tive laws, putting greater power in exac-
| utive hands and in secret service detec-

tives, will stop the customs frauds. Will
they? The customs regulations have
been often made more drastic since the
{ Morrill tariff of haif a century ago. It is
! very difficult to keep out of the country
| by taxes or any form of prohibition the
’foreign articles our people wish to buy.
! The infidelity of customa officers has to
be considered. “Quis custodiet,” &o.

What will be the effect on economic
reform of the exchanging of places in
the executive and legislative branches
of the Government by two of the clever-
est lawyers in the national service? Evi-
dently Mr. Aldrich counts on Mr. Knox,
and the Rjiode Island Senator may also
rely on the aid of the new New York
Senator.

Mr. Aldrich quite extinguished those
who are pretending that the ocountry
cannot expediently get money enough
from the people by tariff taxes and by
excise taxes on spirits, fermented liquors,
tobacco, &c., and therefore must re-
| sort in “this weak, piping time of peace”
|to income taxes, death taxes and direct
! taxes. He explained that a reduction of
 tariff rates will increase revenue enough
to produce even a surplus. Certainly
| the Democratic Senators who believe in
| State rights, if any such are now existent,
| should resist the levying of “direct” taxes
by Congress, confine it to indirect taxes as
the surest road toCongressional economy
of expenditure, and thus leave direct
taxation to the several States, which need
all the money they can get. Democrats
should, one would think, denounce a
whipping by Congress of the best cream
off the taxation jug, thus leaving to the
States only the skimmed residue. Bryan's
disciples, like Roosevelt's, prefer, never-
theless, that Congress grab all the money
in sight and dole it out to the States.

Mr. Aldrich has unfolded his plan for
keeping the home market, but holds back
an exposition of his plan of getting for-
eign markets for our increasing surplus
products. In regard to the last named
market Mr. Root has spoken. In a
Washington address more than two years
ago in behalf of the extension of our for-
eign commerce he abandoned reciprocity
treatiee as not the best instruments for
opening those markets. He spoke as one
responsible for the conduct of cur foreign
affairs. He -declared that “the whole
form of our tariff laws must be revised.”
He did not refer to the protective system,
but he frankly declared that “the United
States must come to a maximum and
minimum tariff* and throw aside “a sin-
gle straightout tariff.” He explained
that under single schedules binding fast
our Executive foreign nations know they
can get no concessions from the President
whether they treat American exporta
fairly or unfairly. A reciprocity treaty
is their only resource until Congress
legislates, and then they must count with
the Senate in using that resource. If the
United States makes a conceesion to one
yation by a treaty it is pestered by.an-
other for an arrangement, and in the end
thers would be as many different rates
on similar articles as there are nations.
The same variety of rates may happen
under maximum and minimum. Mr.

|

A Root did not explain how by his plan the

United States is to persuade foreign na-
tions to give our axports better terms and
treatment if our exporters are dissatis-
fled with the minimum rates and the best
conduct that is given by foreign nations
to anybody.

Not only on thoss interesting topics
thus foreshadowed, ‘but on many others
refarved to by Mr. Aldrich and embraced
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The country is at this moment !

by the pending revenue debate, such as
dutiable value, whether it should be for-
eign or home value, invoice value and the
function therein of our own Consuls and
of foreign chambers of commerce, In-
ocome taxes and death taxes, New York
will wish to hear from itsa new Sénator.
To one question eepecially will New York-
ers desire to read his answer: Does he
| atand by the definition of “direct” taxes
made by the Supreme Court?
A BuUSINESS MaN.

|  NEw YoRrk, April 27.

THE PENSION LIST.

WasHINGTON, April 27.—For the last
sixteen years thé’ United States has car-
ried nearly a million names on its military
pension roll. The number varies from
year to year, but the range for the period
named has been from a maximum of 909,448
in 1902 to a minimum of 951,687 in 1908.
Scores of thousands of pemsioners have
died within those sixteen years, but the
list of 1008 has only 14,325 fewer names than
the list of 1803. The maintenance of the
high figures is due in part to the pension
list of the war with Spain and other quar-
rels of recent years, but each year brings
ita list of new names of veterans of the
civil war. The year 1908 saw the addition
of 10,935 names on the civil war account.
Presumably this addition will cease some
time, but.it is notable that thousands of
new names are entered yearly, although
more than forty years have passed since
the war ended. Total payments on the
civil war aocount exceed $3,500,000,000.

The appropriation for the coming year
is in round figures $161,000,000. The num-
ber of beneficiaries cannot, of course, be
given. The decrease in the roll of last
year was 54,368, but the addition of nearly
40,000 new names left the net decrease at
about 15,700. In 1905 the payments aver-
aged $136.968 a pensioner. In 1007 the
average was $146.60, and in 1008 it reached
$167.50. That millioua of dollars are paid
every year fo olaimants whose names
have no proper place on the rolls is a
matter of common belief. That the entire
system has become a vast scheme of
manipulation for political purposes is also
generally believed. New groups of bene-
ficiaries are added from time to time,
rates are iucreased, and efforts to limit
appropriations or to economize in admin-
iatration are defeated.

BONDS FOR CHAUFFEURS.

The Plan Approved Because They May
Be Made Liable for Injuries

To TAe Eprror ofF THE Sux - Sir:. In
THE SUN of April 12 there appeared a most
excellent letter, written by A. M. Monahan,
on the subject of bonds for chauffeurs as
s preventive of the reckless speeding which
| has grown to such proportions as to require
i drastic measures on the part of the police
authorities and magistrates’ courts. The
writer of the letter advocated requiring
each chauffeur to provide a bond of a surety
company, in a penalty of not less than
2,500, upon which bond to the amount of
its penalty a right of action should exist
in favor of any one sustaining damage to
person or property caused by the mnegli-
gence of the chauffeur.

The suggestion seems particularly apropos
at this time, as it appears, according to
news fromn Albany, an amendment is about
to be made to the Marks act now in com-
mittee which will render chauffeurs liable
for accidents. This is quite necessary in
view of a recent decision of the Appellate
Division. of the Supreme Court, in the case
of George Cunningham against Berton 8.
| Castle, repprted in 127 Appellate Division
Reporta, 581, which holds that the owner
of a motor car is not liable, as a matter of
law, for injuries caused by -the chauffeur
when not engaged in his master’'s business,
althongh using the car with the master's
knowledge and vonsent, on & private pleas-
ure trip of his own.

The lack of a remedy to ?rrsons who may
have been injured through the negligence
of a chanffeur driving an automobile sug-
gested itself to a surety company whic
has for several years past issued powers of
attorney to motorists enabling them im-
mediately to give the bail bond required by
the Motor Vehicle law and thus obtain
prompt release from custody: and in further-
ance of providing a remede' to pedestrians
and others whomight beinjured by a chauf-
feur's negligence, and because of the de-
cision just mentioned ithada bill prepared
providing that no person should operate a
motor vehicle as a chauffeur for hire untjl
he should have been licenaed bﬂ.the Secre-
tary of State t operate it, which license
should not be granted until the chauffeur
had presented and flled with the Secretary
of State a bond in $2,000, conditioned for
the payment of all losses and damage caused
to person or property of theowner by reason
of the negligent operation of the motor
vehicle during a year succeeding tje issue
of the license.

This bill has met with some opposition
and so far it has not been enacted. Wijth
such a provision of law and bond in force
chauffeurs would be more likely to be ex-
perienced men and to operate their motor
vehicles carefullv than if no bond were
required of them, The moral effect
of a bond wauld at least be a measure of
safety, for no chauffeur knowing m.gﬁo
was ¥)onded would attempt to take the
rinks which he now takes in operating a
motor vehicle. Mr. Monahan’'s letter cov-
ers an objection which might be raised
to reqguiring chanffeurs to be bonded, when
he sBys that no owner of a motor car
should take a chauffeur into his employ
for whose skill and obedience to law he is
not willing to become accountable. There-
fore, an owner in engaging a chauffeur
would look for an experienced man, and
upon satisfying himself of his ability
would not fail to assist the chauffeur in
oktaining his bond.

t seerns to me that a good part of the
dificulty which now confronts the public
authorities would be removed if the legin-

a law requiring the bond-

lature would

ing of chauffeurs in such amount as was
deemed reasonable and adequate for the
purposes for which the bond might be used,
and it is now an opportune time for the
authorities to agitate the amendment of
the proposed Marks law so as to provide
from henceforth that a bond be given by
every chauffeur at the time he ngglles for
his license. The fact that the auffeur
would be required to give a bond would not
be a hardship upon him, for he need only
comply with the law annually.

Let something be done to overcomg
the conditions which now exiat and en
the damage to life and limb which has heen
prevalent within the last few weeks.

WiLLiaM J. GRIPFIN.

NEw Yorx, April 27,

Marion Crawford.

To TAR EDITOR or TR SUN-—-Sir: On the
subway a conversation between two women
lately reached my ears, one of whom was express-
ing her horror at some accident that had recently
occurred, while the other passed the matter over
with the remark: “Oh, what does It matter? One
goes down and another comes #p!" On thinking
over this heartiess remark It occurred to me in
sequence that we scarcely make enough of those
who have done the world some good, even aller
they have passed away. Not a tithe of what Is
properly due to him has been sald or written
about Marion Crawford. My acqualntance with
him was short, but most friendly. It began by
my interviewing him, and a present from him
for so doing of & kindly autographed photograph
which Is really like what he was. The representa-
tions in the newspapers that have appeared are
mere earicatures.

A friendship then sprang up between us during
which I discovered that he had a strong penchant
for the drama. He told me he longed to write
a play that would llve. At that time he had
been appointed judge, with a prominent stage
manager, since deceased, In a "best play” com-
petition. He asked me 1o go and see it on Ita
only performance, which I did. Meeting him In
the lobby between the acts, he asked me what |
thought of It.

“It Is the rottenest play,” I replied, “that 1
have ever sat through.”

“Thank heavens for your bluntness!” he ex-
claimed. “But what were we to do? Personally
1 preferred our second choice, but | gave way to
the atage manager. Now 1 sce how absolutely
@ae ougit %o put oneself ln the poslilon of the
audience. I8 lsn’t a gord play, but I certalnly
thought It was, Funny, Isn’t it, that a novelist
rarely can write a play?

This lttle incident, 1 believe, discouraged him
from attempting anything more for the stage
than he had already done, Hej 100k the adverse
criticisms very caimly, a8 was his usual custoin,

" Naw Vomx. Aoril 27. \ L.T.H, .
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GOVERNMENT BY COMMISSION.

Notable Triumphs of the Public Service
Board.

From an argument dy Arthur C. Graves defore the
Judiclary Commiites of the Connecticut
@eneral Assembdly.

I said that commissions are apt to proceed
upon their own preconceived theories, which
are often at variance with business judg-
ment and even withcommon sense. ()pe of
the most striking illustrations of this was
the recent case of the application of the
Erie Rallrcad company to issue $30,000,0::0
of bonds. After the application had been
made and hearings held the New York Pub-
lic Service Board held up that case for, [
think, about five weeks. During all that
tima it may be interesting to know that the
market operators in Wall Street, a large
body of intelligent and alert men, ®ver
ready to take advantage of every bit of
gossip, speculated to their hearts’ content
upon the probable action of the Public
Servica Board.

Erie stocks rose and fell according as the
public ezpected the decision to be in favor
of the bond issue or against it. When finally
the decision came the commission granted
consent for the issuance of the $30,000,000 of
bonds provided the Erie Railroad Company
gained consent of 00 per cent. of the bond-
holders of the prior lien, general lien 4 per
cents and certain other bonds, that their
integest for a number of vears should be
paid to them by means of funding it in a
permanent debt, so that the railroad com-
pany could apply the earnings, which would
otherwise be paid as interest on these bonds,
to the improvement of the road.

This condition was really most absurd
and represents the peculiar theories which
a political comiission gets into jts head.
It 18 absolutely impossible for the Erie Rail-
road Compuny to know who are its bond-
holders and obtain the consent of %0 per
cent. of them. The trouble will a!l have to
be gone over again or else the bond issue
will  fail; and supposing the Erie Rail-
road Company is much overcapitalized, as
I undoubtedly think it is, does a Govern-
nént commission think that*it is going to
remedy the situation by forbidding them to
issue more bonds? Indeed, the very salva-
tion of therond and itsabilitv to pull through
the present financial straits dorend upon
its being able to make certain physical im-
provements which can only be made by rais-
mg money.

'o take away that privilege on the theory
of the commission that the road is now al-
ready overcapitalized may mean a receiver-
ship and insolvency, and if that should come
there will be one cause and one alone for it,
the theoretical stand of the Public Servjce
Board of New York. Again, notice in this
Erie case, the very persons who are to be
most benefited by the issuance of the new
bonds will be the public: they will gain bet-
ter facilities, greater improvements, while
theyv will not have to payv one cent more in
charges, since the railroad rates have noth-
ing to do with the capitalization. A yet
this very body, the Public Service (’ommg-
sion, which is supposed to represent the
public, is doing the worst thing it as&l}ly
can for the public by forbidding PP& ie
Railroad Company to issue the bonds.

It was stated in an argument befors our
Supreme (‘ourt not long since by a promi-
nent lawyer, and this circumstance will
stand for the truth of the statement, that
not many years ago the president and the
directors of the New York, New Haven and
Hartford Railroad Company ascertained
that the combination of the coal roads in
PennsYI\'uniu was about to raise the price
on anthracite coal, particularly on its routes
over whirch it ente New England. If
this freight advance in the coal rates had
taken plae® it would have affected New
England more than any_ other locality
perhaps, in this country and would have had
ultimately an injurious effect, particularly
upon our manufacturers, nnd might even
have checked the growth of our industries,
The president of the road, when he heard
this, ascertained a way by which he could
obtain control, tpmush_purchau of the
stock, of the Ontarioand Western, and before
it was known in the railroad world or 1o
t officers of the anthracite combinatior
o Pennsylvania the stock of the Ontaric
and Western was purchased, the New
Haven road became a factor in the anthra-
cite coal situation, and the threatened raf«
advance was checked, all of which resulto’
in good to our industries. upposing, now
we had had a commission and the New York
road had to go to the commission and obtai:
the authority to buy the stock of the Ontario
and Western and to issue bonds to pav for
that stock. The whole thing would be
made public and known to all the railroad
men in the anthracite coal combination
and would have been prevented. he
Ontario and Western would never have
been acquired and freight rates woukl
have gone up, all because these auestions,
which belong to the managerial discretion
of the board of directors, would have bes:
submit to a political commission. Cer-
tainly the public gains no advantage here.

RESERVED CARS.

If the Women Want to Use the Smo!i
Why, Bless 'Em, They Are Welcome.
To THER EDITOR OF THE SUN—Sir: We have |.
on good authority that:
T8 better to be vile than vile esteemed,
When not to be recelves reproach of being.

ticed my communication on reserved cars in the
subway ghat I can have no objection whatever
to the ladies segregating themselves in special
cars if they wish to do so, apart of course from
the pardonable objection that they shouild thus de-
prive us of the pleasure of their society; only, like
the smokérs} in thelr compartment, in that case
they must be prepared to purchase the privilege
at a price- that of being restricted to their own
confine,

in Bohemia nowadays many charming ladles
Indulge In the after dinner clgarette; and should
ladles generally care to beguile the tedium of a
ullw journey with an occaslonal whiff, why
the oking car is for them as well as for their
brothers and sweethearts. True, they dom't
choose to avajl themselves of the privilege; bus
for that matter many men are equally averse to
doing so. Yet 1 am very sure that "L, B. 8.° Is
too fair to deprive a smoker of his (or her) pleas-
ure merely because she didn't approve of the
practice in her own case; provided, of ccurse
that It wasn't Indulged In at her expense.
1n conclusion I assure “L. B. S.” If men [smokers
ever clalm the right to use the smoker and the
other compartments also I will not hesitate to
pronounce their action just as unreasonable as
that of their fair sisters wno In this case wans
their own special quarters and others too.

NEW YORK, April 27. F.J. D,
\
Capital Punishment,
To THE EDITOR OF THEB SUN—Sir: Thomas R.

GriMmth, court stenographer, who officiated at
the recent Sampson trial held In Lyons, remarked
on that occasion that It was the fortieth trial for
murder in which he had oMclated as steno grapher,
and that in all of the forty trials only one con-
viction for murder was secured.

This brings forcefully to nind the fact that the
infliction of the death penuity is not only a bar-
barous practice which harks back to the dar
ages, but it is a most ineMclent remedy for th
protection of soclety. In this hwmane age it is
almost impossible to secure a jury that will render
a verdict o Inflict capital punishment. ‘I'he
penalty Is 30 severe that the thought of it shocks
the sensibllities and chills the blood of every
intelligent and humane juror, and the result Is
that a conviction can be had only In the most
aggravated and atrooclous cases.

When the conscience of a juryman revolts
against the penalty It Is not strange that he hesi-
tates to convict and that he is nearly always able
to convince himself that there Is=a reasonable
doubt of the gullt of the defendant. For this
reason the death penalty should be abolished
and Imprisonment be substituted.

As District Attorney Gilbert well said in the
Sampson case;: “The State does not seek a victim,
does not seek revenge, but seeks only justice.”
1f this Is so, and It ought to be 80, then the State
should be content with protecting soclety by the
imprisonment of the criminal. For the State to
say that human life is sacred and then proceed
to take a human life is {llogical and absurd.

Capital punishment is maintained and de.
fended in response to the barbarous instincts
that came down to us from a savage ancestry,
and It Is high time that these brutal Instincts
ceased to predominate In the enactment of our
criminal laws In this clvilized, humane and en-
lightened age. CHARLES H, BeTTs,

L.Yons, N. ¥.. April 26.

Nubian Goats.

From Daily Consular and Trade Reports.

Consul -General L. M. 1ddings of Cairo writes
that Nublan goats of the Zarlebl variety may be
bought at Cairo. The price of a sheep, buck, or
ewe would be about $14.00, and it would cost about
$10.48 to send each animal In a separate cage ¥
New York via Rotterdam, on deck at consignee’s
glak. In addition each animal's f00d would be
about ten cents a day. 1n the Pmwean of Aai
mal Industry at \Washington there are photo-
graphs of these sheep, which have a peculiar
nose, Purchasers should send photographs to
whomsoever 'attends to their orders of purchase,
s0 that no mistake can be made In the animal
(The name of a Calro agent may be had by ad-

dressing t\u Bureau #f Manufactureg,)

So 1 hasten to assure the ladies who have no- -
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